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In the memory of the Soviet Savant the Academi-

ctan Dr Thos. Stcherbatsky (1870-1942)
The greatest ortentalist of his time.
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PREFACE -

In the second decade of the twentieth century how
difficult 1t was to study the old masters of Nyaya and
Vaidesika—the only two systems of the Brahmanic
philosophy which could be classified as non-scholastic
in their outlook. T have personal expertence of
Benares, Ajodhya, Lahore, and even of the Madras
prestdency—I was driven out of Nadia by its fierce
mosquitos. So I cannot say anything about that
place In those days it was impossible to find a
tcacher who could satisfactoily help me 1 the study
of Vitsyayana, Uddyotakaia, Viacaspati, Pradasta-
pada or Udayana , there might be some improve-
ment now but I do not think the piesent position
1s 1n any sense advanced. Why 1s 1t so? The Indian
philosophy 1n 1ts creative pertod was not the static
outcome of one mind and one epoch If we look back
from the time of the king Pravihana, the first Indian
Phiosopher, with his disciple Uddilaka and grand-
disciple Yajflavalkya, to the time of Stiharsa, and
Gamge$a, we will find that the contemplative faculty
of our race has developed as a iesult of the action
and mter-action of several master-minds. By negating
faulty old notions, and expounding the new.plopo-
sittons, they sought to perfect the ever-growing stieam
of Indian thought. Aslong as the students had a direct
touch with that living stream, with its manifold waves
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and whitlpools, they could contemplate the flow 1n its
temporal and special coutse and could try to unfetter
themselves from scholastic quibbles and degencrate
narrow-mindedness. But after the destruction of the
great Buddhist seats of learning, the repositories of
the accumulated thoughts and clearing houses of
India’s best contribution to international ticasures, the
Buddhist Savants ltke Sikyaéiibhadra (r127-1225) left
India to take shelter in the ncighbouing Buddhist
countries just as the Gieck philosophers did when they
were persecuted by Roman invaders, bigoted Chris-
tians, or Turk 1ovadeis  Thus the fresh breezes were
shut out, opposing guns were silenced and the real
Kapa-mandsikatd began to descend on the philosophical
mind of India Instead of thinking hard on the substance,
our scholais devoted themselves to playing with set
woids and phrases, which landed them mto such a posi-
tton, where they formally paid homage to our great
ancestors, but were totally ignorant of their own
glorious heritage.

Like a gieat miver at 1ts souice, our intellectual
stteam—i1n the form of Nyiya or Pramina-Sistia
becomes tiny and then disappeats into unknown no-
thingness. Then in the upwaid journcy of explora-
tion' of our hemtage we got to Nagirjuna, the oldest
known non-scholastic philosopher of medieval India,
pror to whom we only get glimpses of ceitain cross
curtents between Gireece and India  In oider to under-
stand the contubution of India to world philosophical

! Vide my “Daréana-Digdar§ana® (Hindr)
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thought, we have to go thiough the woiks of all the
chief thinkets from Nagitjuna down to Gamgeéa 1 then
historical setting. Generation succeeds generation, each
cartying the stream of thought to a higher stage,
through a process of conflicts and agreements with their
contemporatries or piedecgssors, ever making new
contributions to thought  Indian contribution to the
Wotild philosophy—in 1ts non-scholastic form—is not
negligible, but 1t cannot be appreciated by us o1 .
by scholars in other lands, unless our scholars and
ottentalists abandon the tendency to look at it not
as an ever flowing mighty river but as i1solated
unconnected ponds A coirect approach will fot
only give us the panoramic view of oui past, but
will also enable us to iescue our mughty stieam
from the mottbund stinking marshes of schol-
asticism—scholasticism ~ which 15 disciedited and
left to 1ts fate in the west, but 1s still paraded
here, as the real contrbution of the Indian
mind.

It 1s these nmussing links—many important phases
of the dynamic stieam—which make 1t difficult to under-
stand the works of our creative philosophers who have
survived feudal devastation and our own negligence.
Our stream of philosophy 1s made up of the four chief
cuttents of thought: the Buddhust, the Nydya-Vaide-
stka, the Mimamsaka and the Jaina schools of philo-
sophy. They were the mtegral parts of the one whole,
as the following chart will show (hetre only a few lumi-
nartes from the Brahn}an{c and Buddhist schools are

f\"l"’ff\h\ - — ey
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Mimamsakas Buddhists Natyayikas
: Nagatjuna< |
~Aksapada
Jaimint ———— Vatsyiyana
— > Asanga-Vasubandhu 4
| | G15AD) |
Sabaia Dinniga: Abiddhakarna
(425)
Adhyayana

Kumirtla<———— I§vaiascena ‘—————-———>Uddy0takara

Prabhikara————>Dharmakirti
Umbeka<—— (6oo)

Piajfidkaia ————=Samkaia
Dharmottara

Mandana <

(Vacaspaty, 841) Karnakagomun Vicaspati (841)

Jayanta
Jhana$si-

Udayana (984)
Paithasarathin Jitan
Sakyasribhadia (1127-1225)
Gamge$a

The ntellectual i1rvalries and the constructive
critictsm of the static philosophies of the Brahmanic
and othet schools, by the gieat Savants of dynamic
philosophy of Buddha, as well as the original contri-
butions of the latte1 to Indian philosophy, aie so impoz-
tant that f you omut them, the whole phiosophy
becomes un-intelligible But only a few decades ago
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Vasubandhu, Dinniga and Dhaimakirti weie mere
legendary names, which were only heaid, when the
long forgotten tomes of the old masters wete dusted
on ceremontal occastons. Thanks to the modein re-
searches, now we know that these legendary persons
and a host of their successois have left their monumental
works which ate wnique 1n their quality: 1,357,000
slokas are no small quantity, but we know that it 1s
only a fraction of the vast literature, which escaped
destruction by migrating to 2 sympathetic land mn the
foreign garb of Tibetan tianslations?  Except these and
a few small treatises translated into Chinese, we
have no knowledge of the existence of any other works
In my first joutney to Central Tibet (1929-30), I was
rather pessimistic, and after my retuin I began to res-
tote the Pramdinavaiiika fiom Tibetan into Sanskuit,
But I had to stop soon after, when I got the news of an
mncomplete Ms of the P.V. from Nepal. My hope
revived shightly, and I made my second pilgrimage to
that country (1n 1934) But after getting the Mss. of the
Vidanyaya (with Santa-rakshita’s commentary), a portion
of Prajfiakaia’s bhasya on P. V. and many more works,
my optimism increased consideiably, which was justi-
fied by the two subsequent joutneys® (1936 and 1938).
Slowly but steadily the veil of datkness lifted itself.
We iecoveted almost all Pramdna-virtika, Vidanyiya,
subcommentaites on the Hetnbindu (by the help of which
the origmal texts can be restored fiom Tibetan more

! See my appendixes D-]J to the Vadanyaya (] B O R S Vols.
XXT, XX1)

® Fot the Catalogue of the discovered mss. see ] B O. R. S.
(1935, 1937, 1939).
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farthfully) and Nydyabmdn We got a very fine vetti (com-
mentary) on P.V by Manorathanandin which like the
present work, was intended to be translated, which, how-
ever, was never accomplished  These siateen ot seven-
teen thousand §lokas are freshly salvaged maternial from
the shupwreck. Anothet mmpoitant work discovered s
JAanaéii’s 13 treatses, and they were never tianslated.
With all these priccless acquisitions, we know  that we
still have not got the osigmals of Dinnaga’s Pramdna-
sammecaya and Nydyamnfha, which are very important
works for the study of Indian Philosophy We have
yet to discover or restorc fiom the Tibctan
Dhatmakirt’s  Pramanaviniseaya (1340  Slokas) Santd-
nantara-Siddb: (72 slokas) and Sawbandba-Pam iksi (29
Slokas, with authot’s own commentary). In oider
to complete out picture we have to make accessible
to the student of philosophy, the Tibetan and Chunese
translations which are yet to be 1estored to theis Indian
gatb. Then alone can we have the material for a com-
prehensive study of Indman philosophy inall its aspects
The old masters are to bc re-edited, giving the full
quotations or references from therr predecessors, where
the hunts are not clear enough. Four example, if an
editton of the Nydyavaitika 1s published with copious
quotations from the Pramina-Sanmmecaya and the Nydya-
mukba, or if the student has alicady studied these two
mastetpieces of Dinnaga before going to Uddyotakara,
the study of the Nyayavittuka will become a joy and not
a cause of headache to the teaches, and to the students
Sumtlaily the study of the Shka-vii fika, the Kusumifyale
and the Atmatattvavivela can be very much faciitated.
No doubt Dinniga and his teacher Vasubandhu wete
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two gtants of Indian philosophy, but Dharmakirti
was the culminating point of not only dynamic but the
whole of Indian philosophy. Dharmakirtt became the
cential figure around whom all the creative minds 1n
India tevolved. He was neveir excelled by any one n
his cittical 1easoning, bold analysts and clear thinking.
We ate fortunate to have his chief treatise Pramanavaitika
with the word by word commentary of Manoratha-
nandin. But 1n order to enter 1ts wotld of thought
moze elabolate works were needed This purpose 1s
served by the present work which includes the commen-
tary of the first chapter of Karnakagomin, and the
Bhasya (Vdrtikdlambkdra) by Piajfidkaragupta on the
remamimng three chapters But we must remember that
the Pramanavirtika has 1,05,400 §lokas in Tibetan as its
commentaties .—
Devendiabuddhit (pafijikd) on II-IV  chapters
Sakyabuddhi (tikad) on I-IV  chapters
Prajfidkaragupta (bhisya) on II-IV chapters
Jayananta (bhasya-tiki) on II-IV  chaptets
Yamart  (bhasya-tikd) on II-IV  chapters
Samkarinanda (tika)
Ravigupta (tika) II-IIT  chapters
Karnakagomm and his commentary—The first chapter
of P.V. (Svarthanumana), which 1s really the third
chapter of the work, has only two commentators—
Sakyabuddhi! and Karnakagomim. They both are sub-
commentato1s to the autho1’s own vr##2 on the “Svirtha-
numana” chapter. Karnakagomin is mote exacting in
dealing with lus subject, whete he gives numerous

1 A pupil of Devendrabuddhy, the disciple of Dharmakirts,
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quotations from Kumarila, Uddyotakara and others  He
has demolished all the aiguments advanced m favous
of the static philosophy by the ncw opponents like
Umbeka, Mandana, Vasudevabhatta and the Naiyyiyika
Samkara Out of the 619 pages (including Svavrttr)
as many as 513 pages are devoted to a rcfutation of
the static conception of “Simanya” (universal) etc and
the authoiity of scriptures which shows the mamn purpose
of the book

Kainakagomin’s commentary scemed to be a much
sought fo1 text-book fo1 the study of P 'V as the finds
of three Mss, two 1n Tibet and onc m Nepal, show
About the Iifec and time of Karnakagomm we know
nothing, except from his cutcism of Mandana (822
A D) and his silence on Udayana (984 .\ D), we can
only say that he lived between 822 and 984 A D —say
in the ninth century  Apait from the present work, he
wrote an independent ticatisc Nazdtmya-siddh:, which
1s mentioned here four times  The theme of this work
seems to be the demolition of all arguments in favour of
Brahmanic thung-in-itselt, citicism o! the conception
of any permanent substratum behind the phenomena of
the world of change, 1efutation of ony noumenon bchind
the phenomena I am leaving the discussion of the
subject here for the forth-coming cdition of Prajii-
kaia’s Bhisya, as the two make a complete whole

MSS

PSVT  Dharmakirti wiote his own commentaiics
on two of his works viz, PV first chaf)tcr and Sam-
bandba-Par tksd, of which the first (PSV) has 3500 §lokas
Tibetan translation of PSV (PSVT) was known to us
It has about 115 lcaves (410-5352) of the volume Mdo
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XCV of Narthang edition of Stan-hgyur. In PSVS we
have only } of the Sanskrt text Iiestored the missing
text 1nto Sanskiit fiom its Tibetan translation (leaves
400b-486a3, 489a2-497b2-500a7-505a5, §21b16, 528b6,
53426 534b6, 5352), which was ouginally done by the
Indian Pandit Subhttiériéants and the Tibetan translator
(lo-tsa-va) Dge-vahi-blo-gros 1 about 1050 A D undet
the patronage of the Guge (W Tibet) Kings. The help I
got fromKarnakagomin made my restoration 99%, cettain
PSTVS. 1 discoveted only one copy of the Sanskrit
original of PSV in the Chhag-pe-lha-khang library of the
Sa-Skya monastery 1n central Tibet The original MS.
contained 46 leaves, each side containing 8 lines with
a few exceptions—Ilines are noted 1in Roman numerals
in the edited text—, but in our Ms there are only 11}
leaves (32, 34, 35-41, 44, 45, 46), so, as mentioned above,
I have to icstote three-fourth of the text from its
Tibetan translation. There 1s a general tendency in
the scribe of this Ms to disregard the distinction of &
and &, - 9 and ¥4, also the retaining of anusvira in the
end of a sentence , he often makes wrong use of @ for
71, and q for@ The character 1s Magadhi (Proto-Maithili)
which was used 1n Bihar in the eleventh century.
PVST MSS Ihave three MSS of Katnakagomin’s
commentary on the Pramanaviitika—Svavrttt of which:
PSVTa, a Ms of 217 leaves (each side 7 lines) of
which two leaves (12, 37) are missing and there
are a few lacunae. Our present edition 1s based on
this MS The script 1s-Migadhi, the mistakes of
-9, © -5 are common This MS with six leaves cof
another MS. (PSVTb) was discovered by me 1 Chhag-
pe-lha-khang  Both belong to the same period A
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third paper MS. (PSVTc) the Rajaguru Pandit Hemarija
Sarman (Nepal) kindly placed at my disposal It has
only 24 leaves The varations of the reading of these
MSS ate noted 1n the foot-notes

My late lamented friend Dr K P Jayaswal was
overjoyéd with the discovery of these woiks, and along
with other works he sent PVS and PVST to the press i
1957 Alas | he could not ltve to sce 1t published  After
his demise like an unclaimed orphan 1t went from doos:
to door fo1 tts publicatton  Thrice 1t was accepted and
then refuscd or was somechow prevented from being
published At last Mr Srinivas Agrawal, the propuie-
tor of Kitab-Mahal, came to 1its rescue fiom the sad
plight In this the help of Pandit Kushna Prasad Dar
(The Manage1 of Allahabad Law Journal Prcss) was of
as much mmportance Mr Dai kept the whole composcd
matter (about 3 ton lead in type) for seven years, and
at the end also reduced the 1atc of printing, to facilitate
the publication of such a least profitable work, from
the commercial pomnt of view I cannot expiess in
words my heatt-felt thanks to these two friends

Allababad

sth Dec , 1943 RAHULA SANKRITYAYANA
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Mss. Consulted

. PSVs wsmmratiaseagts by ==ita, (belonging to Sa-

skya, Chag-pe-lha-khang, Tibet) incomplete,
the leaves 32, 34, 35-41, 44-45, and 46

PSVt. The Tibetan translation of PSV, (Nar-thang
edition), the leaves 420b-486a3, 489a2-497b2,

sooa7-sosas, §21b-1-528b6, §3426-534b6 ate

restored into Sa sk it.

. PSVTa.

PSVTb.

. PSVTec.

smETEEegfa-gm by suswnar  (belonging
to Sa-skya, Chag-pe-lha-khang) Only 12th
and 37th leaves missing.

ditto (ditto) incomplete. Only six leaves
corresponding to PSVTa —

15126—15324 (gexife—ary)

15324-15443 (Srifemin-Tomdy)

15423—155a2 (afAaATfe—amara)

1582515921 (NIRT:- feareT)

1,922—-169b6 (an: gwEng—st= )
19323—19422 (7 waleaiz—aimmr ua)

ditto (belonging to T=wE ufves F@<waEl,
Nepal) incomplete. Only 24 leaves.~

A samEiEEaEd by sswwwra (Sa-skya, Gu-rim-lha-
khang) incomplete, copied by fafem= (from
Ch. III. 303 to the end)

B swivEtiaswea by sanwqw (Sa-skya, Chag-pe-lha-
khang) complete

. PVa smoenisss, my edition JBORS Vol. xxiv

PVb ditto 1st chapter (Tag-la monastery, Tibet)
incomplete, fitst 284 Kiakas only.
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1 Missing portion 1s found 10 the margin 1n a different hand
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